TEACHERS OF THE PUNJAB
13. GURU RAMDAS
BY the time Ramdas had been, named Guru, the
Sikh religion had grown like a mighty tree from the
tiny seed sown by Guru Nanak. An important
question arose in the Sikh community as to the value
of pilgrimages and whether Sikhs should, as other
Hindus did, visit the holy places of India. Ramdas
decided against pilgrimages, thereby dividing his
flock more sharply from the orthodox Hindus. He
said :
'They who go on a pilgrimage commit every kind of
wickedness.
'The good acts they do are merely for show.
'They  give  alms  to  those who  flatter  them  to their
faces or to others.
'How shall persons such as these be saved?'
One day Sri Chand, the elder son of Guru Nanak,
went to visit Guru Ramdas. Sri Chand had not
acquiesced in his supersession by Angad and leaving
his father's sect had founded one of his own, known
as the Udasis or persons indifferent to this world.
He taught his followers to wander naked, clothed
only by the surrounding universe. Sri Chand had
no quarrel with Ramdas and he decided to visit him.
After the customary greetings Sri Chand said to his
host, 'What a long beard you have grown I9 'Yes/
replied the modest Guru, 'I have grown a long